
 

 

 
Entry requirements: 
 

Grade 6 in History at GCSE level.  If History has not been taken at GCSE then a minimum of a ‘6’ is 
required in GCSE English Literature 

HISTORY 
 

AQA A Level History 
Code: aqa.org.uk  7042 
Taught hours per week:  6 hours  
Course Leader: Rowena Hammal 
rhammal@bohunt.hants.sch.uk 
 

Course Content 
Tsarist and Communist Russia, 1855-1964: 
a breadth study of Russia’s transformation from 
a backward autocracy into a Communist 
totalitarian dictatorship that was ultimately able 
to defeat Nazi Germany and threaten the USA 
in the Cold War. 
 
Wars and Welfare: Britain in transition, 
1906-1957: a depth study of a dramatic 
period in which Britain became a full 
democracy, was transformed by two world 
wars, suffered a harrowing economic 
depression, pioneered a welfare state, and 
became a nuclear power. 
 
Witch hunts in Early Modern Europe: 
students will research independently the 
persecution of ‘witches’ in the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries. 

Learning Outcomes 
A-level historians will be taught to work 
independently, in preparation for university and 
the wider world. Using a wide range of 
historical materials, including books, articles, 
and original sources, they will answer questions 
or prepare for debates and seminar-style 
lessons. Small class sizes will allow informal 
and focused discussion of historical issues. 
 
Students will learn to write in a structured and 
analytical style, and to incorporate detailed 
evidence into their answers. Regular essays will 
be set to develop these skills. Researching and 
writing a substantial 3,000 word essay for their 
coursework on witch hunts will allow them to 
fully investigate a historical question, and 
engage with academic historical debate. 
 
 
The study of History is the beginning  
of wisdom.' 
Jean Bodin (1530 - 1596), French 
economist 

 

 
 

Progression and Careers 
Students go on to read a very wide range of degrees 
other than History itself, including English, 
Economics, Languages, Sciences and Engineering. 
History is one of the most highly regarded subjects by 
both universities and employers, because of its focus 
on both factual knowledge and analysis. The ability to 
present a logical and cogent argument sets A-level 
historians up for success in many fields, including 
journalism, politics, business, law, finance, 
management, and the civil service. Famous history 
graduates include comedian Sacha Baron Cowen, 
journalist Laura Kuenssberg, documentary-maker 
Louis Theroux, politician George Osbourne, radio 
presenter Simon Mayo, and novelist Salman Rushdie. 
 

Essential Equipment 
Students will need to provide their own textbooks, 
folders, paper, stationery, and memory stick if 
applicable. £50-£60 will be needed to buy two 
textbooks, one for British and one for Russian history. 
Any history trips will be charged for as required. 
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