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 The syllabus has been especially written for learners of Chinese as a foreign language. 

 The ‘Chinese Culture’ paper requires students to research and write two English essays each totaling 600- 750 words. 
Weighing 25% of the final mark, native speakers have no comparative advantage in this unit.  

 A list of core vocabulary is available from the exam board. Candidates may expect to encounter unfamiliar vocabulary in 
the examination, but only items in the list will be tested.  

 For Paper 2 and Paper 3, candidates will be allowed to have a Chinese/English dictionary. In the Reading section, 
candidates will be tested by questions in English only. Written translation tasks are required from Chinese to English 
only;  

 At the top end, the Pre-U is set above the A-level. It is assessed on a nine point scale - Distinction 1, 2 and 3; Merit 1, 2 
and 3; and Pass 1, 2 and 3. A Distinction 2 grade will be worth slightly more than an A* in terms of UCAS points.  

 

 

The Cambridge Pre-U Mandarin Chinese course can be 
taken alongside other A Level courses and provides a 
progression pathway from GCSE level Chinese. The 
course provides students with the opportunity to 
further develop their ability to understand and 
communicate confidently and clearly using Mandarin 
Chinese. In addition, it offers an insight into the culture 
and civilisations where Chinese is spoken.  
Candidates taking the Cambridge Pre-U Mandarin 
Chinese course are required to take all assessment 
components at the end of the two year course in one 
exam season.  
 
The topics covered in the pre-U course are: 
 
. Family 
. Young people 
. Education 
. The Media 
. Work and Leisure 
. The Environment 

What Do We Study ? 
 

You will be learning more characters, grammar, listening 
and speaking skills, as well as studying 20th century 
Chinese history and literature.  
 
You will be expected to develop a pattern of regular study 
in order to learn the necessary vocabulary and characters. 
You will also study Eileen Chang’s book, Love in a Fallen 
City in English two lessons per fortnight in the first year. In 
the second year, you will increasingly focus on your 
writing and speaking skills, making sure that you develop 
fluency and confidence.  
 

Assessment 
Paper 1: Speaking 20% 
(15 mins, with an external examiner)  
 
Paper 2: Listening, 30% 
reading and translation (2.5 hours) 
 
Paper 3: Writing and Usage 25% 
(2 hours)  
 
Paper 4:  
Chinese culture 25% (2.5  hours) 
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