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New In the Library 

Check out the reading pod!  We have put 

together a great collection of books and 
reading ideas for you to dip into… now just 

need some cushions.  Any donations…?! 

 

 

Library Dates 

Put December 4th and 18th in the diary.  The 

library will be hosting a short podcast 
discussion group on the first date and an 

informal Christmas get together for mince 

pies and reading suggestions on the second... 

Academic Competitions  
The London Institute of Banking and Finance, 
in conjunction with the FT, is running a 
competition for financial journalists.  Submit 
700-800 words on one of the topics in your 
age category: 

Aged 16-17 years: What are the main financial 
issues facing young people today, and what 
might some of the answers be?  Or, why 
should young people consider a career in 
banking and finance?  What sorts of careers 
does the sector offer? 

Aged 18-19 years:  Personal data is the new 
gold.  Discuss.  Or, how can the financial 
sector help us move to lower carbon 
economies and mitigate the impacts of 
climate change?  What role should they play?  

https://www.libf.ac.uk/study/financial-
capability/student-zone/young-financial-
journalist 

Norland College – famous for its uniformed 
nannies for the rich and famous – has 
launched an early years degree programme.  
To coincide with the college’s first open day 
next year, it is asking for 500-word essays on 
what makes a wonderful childhood.  First 
prize is a weekend for two in Bath. 

New College of the Humanities has launched 
its Y12 essay competition (top prize £1000) 
with the following questions.  See 
https://www.nchlondon.ac.uk/essay/ for 
more details.  Deadline Jan 31st 2020. 

How has warfare changed since WW2? 

Are we morally responsible for our actions, 
even if they are ultimately caused by factors 
beyond our control? 
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Should the law allow government to strike 
special tax deals with certain companies in 
order to attract foreign investment? 

How does knowledge of the past help prepare 
us for the challenges of the twenty-first 
century? 

We should not judge past literature by the 
stands of the present.  Discuss. 

Which problems will economists need to solve 
within the next 20 years and will artificial 
intelligence help them? 

Discuss the potential consequences of de-
contextualisation for the art-historical study 
of a work of art. 

For any Y12s considering medicine, the John 
Radcliffe Hospital in Oxford has an essay 
competition with a first prize of a 7-day 
placement at their major trauma unit.  
Deadline January 1st.  
https://www.ndorms.ox.ac.uk/research-
groups/oxford-trauma/university-of-oxford-
sixth-form-prize-in-medicine 

The Peterhouse College Cambridge Y12 essay 
competitions will launch in December – check 
their website for details.  

University News 

London University offer a massive range of 

free half or full day taster courses for anyone 

wanting to sample university-style learning in 

a particular subject.  They are starting to list 

some dates for next year now, and it is worth 

signing up for updates on courses you are 

interested in so you can register quickly when 

dates are released.   

Check out the Leeds University MOOCs.  

MOOCs are free online courses and Leeds 

University have developed some short 

versions for sixth formers– taking as little as 

four hours for a complete course – on a 

diverse range of topics.  Plus for EPQ 

students, they offer a course on doing 

research projects.  MOOCs are good for 

developing your subject knowledge – and 

great to write about in your personal 

statement!   

On the subject of personal statements, the 

library will be doing a display on writing 

them, and is happy to help anyone struggling 

with getting theirs completed.     

Applications are open for next summer’s 

Headstart programmes.  These are university-

based residential courses coving a range of 

subjects, subsidised by the Engineering 

Development Trust.  Bursaries are available 

for students meeting certain criteria. 

 

Other Events  

Uptree is a professional network for young 

people to find, match and connect with 

employers for insight events, work experience, 

internships and jobs.  Sign up for alerts on 

events related to your area of interest.  Events 

currently listed: 

Law Work Experience Day, Dentons, London, 
Monday December 2nd. 

IBM Technology Work Experience Day, 
London, December 4th. 

USB Banking and Business Application 
Masterclass, London December 6th (includes 
CV workshop). 

Careers in Construction Work Experience 
Day, GoConstruct, London, Wednesday 11th 
December. 

Clifford Chance Legal Work Experience Day, 
March 5th 2020. 

Eagle Radio still have availability on their 
Academy Programme starting January 2020. 

The law firm Clifford Chance is hosting a 
FuturesUP event on careers in law and STEM 
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at their London office.  It isn’t until March 
next year, but will fill up quickly, so anyone 
interested should register via Uptree.  

Work Experience  

It is well worth taking time to start thinking 
about your work experience next summer.   
https://www.studentladder.co.uk/ is always a 
good starting place.     

Applications open early December for Applied 
Industry Week G Live.   

The HSBC work experience scheme opens 
early December and prompt, proactive 
applications are favourably received. 

Applications open in January for a range of 
work experience opportunities at advertising 
agency M & C Saatchi – see 
https://mcsaatchi.london/careers/. 

Applications open December 1st for places on 
the National Physics Laboratory Academy 
placements. 

Applications are currently open for work 
experience placements related to technology, 
business or consultancy in the Woking or 
London offices of Capgemini 

Applications are taken all year by Siemens 
Building Technologies - 
https://new.siemens.com/uk/en/company/e
ducation/work-experience.html. 

Many of these schemes are popular and 
oversubscribed.  Often small local firms 
receive fewer applications and can be 
impressed with an application including a CV 
and a letter explaining what you can offer and 
what you hope to gain from the placement.  It 
is generally better to apply as early as 
possible.  Please ask in the library if you want 
help with a CV or covering letter. 

You can also check the volunteering websites 
for opportunities: 

https://vinspired.com/  

https://do-it.org/  

https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/people-and-

community/voluntary-community-and-faith-

sector/be-a-volunteer/volunteering-ideas  

www.studentshubs.org/placements 

Apprenticeship 
Opportunities 

Below is a selection of current degree 
apprenticeship programmes open for 
applications.  See one of the sites listed at the 
end to do a more comprehensive search.   

BAE Systems/Network Engineering Degree 
Apprenticeships 

Solicitor Apprenticeship, Guildford Borough 
Council 

JP Morgan are offering degree 
apprenticeships in Financial Services and 
Technology, based in Bournemouth or 
London. 

EY – apprenticeships in accountancy, tax, 
digital and technology, business leadership 
and management.   

Digital Marketing Degree Apprenticeship, 
Unilever, Leatherhead 

Data Science Degree Apprenticeship, 
Unilever, Leatherhead 

Surrey Police are currently taking applications 
for autumn/winter 2020 entry on its Police 
Constable Degree Apprenticeship. 

Fiander Tovell Southampton – CV and 
covering letter to arrive between January and 
mid-march for apprenticeship, and by mid-
February for summer work experience. 

BDO LLP – currently taking applications for 
2020 apprenticeship intake in tax, financial 
services, business services and outsourcing, 
audit. 

Goldman Sachs Technology Apprentice, 
deadline March 2020. 

Kennedy’s Legal Apprenticeship London, 
deadline February 28th.  

IBM apprenticeship roles open periodically 
throughout the year; for further information 
and to register interest see their website. 

For information on apprenticeships: 

https://university.which.co.uk/teachers/intro
duce-higher-education-options/higher-and-
degree-apprenticeships-guide-download 

And for current opportunities: 
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https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship 

https://www.ratemyapprenticeship.co.uk/sea
rch?show=jobs 

https://www.ucas.com/alternatives/apprentic
eships/apprenticeships-england/what-
apprenticeships-are-available/degree-
apprenticeships 

https://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk/ 

Skills Shortages 

The Home Office publishes a shortage 

occupation list.  Although the purpose is to 

manage visas and immigration, it gives a good 

idea of the current labour market.  Right now, 

there is high demand for engineers, computer 

scientists, psychologists, vets, architects, 

quantity surveyors, orchestral musicians, 

dancers, chefs…  for a complete list, see 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/immigration-

rules/immigration-rules-appendix-k-

shortage-occupation-list. 
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