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●​ The syllabus features familiar and popular 
themes as well as some new content that 
provides clear links to some of the most 
fundamental and interesting aspects of the 
culture of the Chinese-speaking world. 

●​ Paper 2 requires candidates to write two 
extended responses to the prescribed literary 
text and film, each with 250-350 characters. The 
responses can be prepared and practised 
before the exam.  

●​ A list of core vocabulary is available from the 
exam board. Candidates may expect to 
encounter unfamiliar vocabulary in the 
examination, but only items in the list will be 
tested.  

●​ Paper 3 (speaking) will be conducted 
internally and assessed externally, which 
means candidates will have plenty of time to 
practise with their examiner (usually their 
teacher) before the exam. 

●​ Candidates are not expected to produce 
perfect, error-free writing in order to access 
the top band as errors are also made by native 
speakers. Errors that do not affect meaning, for 
example the misuse of measure words, missing 
strokes in characters as long as it is not 
ambiguous, will not affect the final grading. 
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